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25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee 

By: Catherine Furman and Staff Editor

 Eleven of MHS’s most talented 
actors and actresses impressed the 
audience with their witty humor and 
spelling abilities in the one-act comedy 
“The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee.” The play was a thrill for students 
and the community  to watch because it 
included audience members on stage as 
guest spellers. Ms. Walsh said, “I [also] 
think that “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee” was successful 
because of the guest spellers who were 
members of our faculty.”  Mrs. Clark, 
Mr. Richmond, Mr. Bakoledis, Mr. Zyrlis 
and Dr. Estep gave their all to make this 
play successful; this is especially true of 
Mrs. Clark who was on stage every night 
making the audience laugh.   T h e 
audience in attendance reported it was 
one of the best plays put on by the drama 
students.  
   “The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee” takes place at 
The Putnam Valley Middle School.  
Six “middle-schoolers,” (MHS actors) 

and special guests compete to win and 
advance to Washington D.C to compete in 
the national bee.  All of the characters had 
unique personalities and their own little 
quirks. It also explored the psychological 
worlds of the children, showing the crowd 
why each child acted the way they did, 
and the rituals they contrived believing 
that this is what makes them the spellers 
they are.  For example, Eleanor Page was 
the know it all smart girl Marcy Parks, 
who came in 9th at the national spelling 
bee the previous year. Later on in the 
play, she realizes that she shouldn’t be so 
scared of letting people down and that it’s 
not always about winning. 
 This was one of the most highly 
attended plays outside of the musicals. 
Mrs. Walsh says, “This fall I hope to 
direct a comedy. Hearing the laughter 
from the audience makes the hard work 
very gratifying.” MHS students are ready 
for more plays with the same humor and 
heart as “The 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee.” 

Sam Mowan as Leaf.                                          photo by: Alex Winakor

College Acceptance Letters
By: Kyle Marsh
 “I can’t look, you open it.” This 
is a common sentence spoken by kids all 
over the country when they get letters 
from their college choices. Everywhere, 
high school seniors have been eagerly 
waiting for the mail and checking phones 
to see if they have finally received the 
famous college acceptance letter. Years of 
hard work, sleepless nights, and stressful 
tests all for a simple piece of paper that 
decides their future. One might say it is 
the most stressful part of high school.
 Early Action and Early Decision 
have become crucial in the college 
admissions process. If you are not early 
then it is much harder to get accepted.  
Since 2001, the admission rate has 
dropped by 5.5%.  That is a difference of 
thousands of people not getting accepted. 
Most people in this area are hoping to get 
into UConn where only a little more than 
half of applicants are accepted. Other state 
schools like Eastern and Southern have 
acceptance rates of around 60-70%. 
 Students have begun to apply 
earlier and earlier. Some have even been 
accepted as early as November and 
December. It has become normal to apply 
early. If you wait until the normal time, 
people may look at you in disbelief.
 Getting accepted early can also 
cause more harm than good. If a student 
is accepted early, he/she may not feel the 
need to perform to his/her full potential 
for the rest of high school.  They may just 
coast along and not get the full education 
they could have gotten. More importantly, 
that lackadaisical feeling may cause the 
students to fall behind on their work 
and not even graduate, resulting in the 
university revoking their acceptance.
 Acceptance letters cause a lot of 
stress to one’s life and the easiest way to 
get rid of this stress is to get it out of the 
way early. Soon students may even be 
applying their junior year of high school.
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MHS SPORTS
Don’t You Wish You Were Us?

By: Nina Costa

 The cheerleaders at MHS 
took back their first place and Grand 
Champs titles at the ECC Cheerleading 
Competition on February 21. Held at 
Waterford High School, teams from the 
ECC came to compete their routines they’d 
spent months preparing and perfecting. 
The twist is, they only had 2 minutes and 
30 seconds to show their stuff. 
 Like other sports, there are 
different divisions in cheerleading: small, 
medium, large, and co-ed. This year, 
Montville was in the medium division 
which meant they would compete against 
New London, Waterford, Plainfield, and 
Stonington. Watching the other teams, 
it was clear they had put time and effort 
into their routines and ultimately had the 
potential to win. But, in cheerleading, it’s 
all about the difficulty levels and that’s 
what Montville is always known to bring 
to the table. Montville started the routine 
with standing and running tumbling 
which caught the judges’ eyes with the 
movement across the map; this easily 

kept the judges watching throughout the 
performance. The difficulty just went up 
from there. Montville had stunts that no 
other team had and a dance that wowed 
everyone at the end: a classic Montville 
move.  
 Scoring a total of 118.45 points, 
Montville walked away from the ECC 
Cheerleading Competition gaining back 
their titles from 2013. They received both 
first place and Grand Champs, because 
their score was overall the highest in all 
divisions competing. When asked how 
they felt about their win, cheer captains 
Haley Bedard and Destanee Crawley 
said, “We’re really proud of the team, 
we had come such a long way from the 
beginning of the season. Winning our first 
competition at CCSU gave the team the 
confidence that we needed, and although 
we knew ECCs was going to be hard 
work, we were all ready to gain back our 
titles from 2013, especially the seniors, 
and that’s exactly what we planned on 
doing.” 

Nicole Funk during ECCs.                                                  photo by: Alex Winakor

Indoor Track Crosses 
the Finish Line
By: Isabel Orbe
 Indoor track is winding towards 
a close as the boys’ and girls’ teams 
competed in the Eastern Connecticut 
Conference (ECC) and state small division 
tournaments.
 Montville’s girls’ indoor track 
team won fourth place with 43 total 
points at the ECC tournament. Many 
athletes contributed to Montville’s 
success including Karishma Chouhan 
(sophomore), Abby Baukus (junior), Suzie 
Fitzgerald (junior), and Rachel Marchini 
(sophomore), who together finished 
in first place in the 4x800 yard relay. 
Marchini also squashed the competition 
and finished first in the girls’ 600-meter 
run ahead of Stonington’s senior Jenny 
Sieczkiewicz. Senior Nadia Dallas helped 
the team by earning second place in the 
girls’ 55-meter dash.
 Meanwhile, the boys’ indoor track 
team worked its way to eighth place with 
10 total points at the ECC tournament this 
year. Sophomore Van Heller finished in 
fifth place in the 300-meter run. Senior 
Jordane Virgo accomplished a third place 
win in the 55-meter hurdles and an eighth 
place finish in the high jump.
 At the Class S State Championship, 
neither the boys’ nor the girls’ indoor track 
teams placed; however, notably Virgo 
placed seventh in the 55-meter hurdles 
and Baukus, Marchini, Fitzgerald, and 
Caitlin Turney (senior) finished eleventh 
in the 4x800 relay.
 With outdoor track season 
approaching and indoor track’s overall 
successful season in hand, Montville 
track athletes and coaches are gearing 
up to improve and to take down the 
competition this spring. Virgo summed it 
up best by saying, “The indoor season has 
been an opportunity for our team to grow 
spiritually and mentally in ways it hasn’t 
in the past 4 years. Thanks to this, we will 
have an outstanding outdoor season as a 
team and family, not just as individuals.”
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MHS SPORTS

By: Stefanie Szot
 Buddy Dewaine has started a 
very impressive sports resume while 
playing at MHS. He has a list of awards 
and honorable mentions from all four of 
the varsity sports he has played. Now, 
Dewaine can add that he is a part of the 
prestigious 1,000 point club for MHS 
basketball.
 Dewaine never imagined that he 
would ever reach 1,000 points; basketball 
isn’t his first sport and he didn’t play 
on the varsity team until his sophomore 
year, giving him only three years to reach 
such an accomplishment. What makes 
Dewaine’s story more impressive is that 
he never played in a post season game. 
Dewaine realized that the 1,000 point club 
was within his reach after his junior year 
when he found out he scored 400 points in 
one season.

Another Athletic Milestone for Dewaine

 He reached 1,000 points when 
playing Saint Bernard’s on Feb. 20. At the 
start of the game, he was only 22 points 
away. Towards the end of the fourth 
quarter, Dewaine went up for a left handed 
layup to reach 1,001 points. By the end of 
the game, he was at 1,004.
 Dewaine was recognized three 
days later at the team’s senior night. Head 
Coach, Ben Stone, awarded him a ball to 
symbolize his success. Montville played 
Norwich Tech that night and Dewaine 
scored 18 points, leaving him at 1,022 
points overall. 
 Dewaine still has his baseball 
season to play this spring, and the school 
can’t wait to see what accomplishments 
he achieves.

By: Meagan McAdams

 While waiting for spring sports 
to start, many athletes take to the weight 
room for preseason conditioning. Other 
students prepare by joining the fitness 
challenge. Students who sign up are split 
into four teams, led by coaches Chris 
Ouellette, Steve Stonoha, Philip Orbe, and 
Joel Finnegan. The coaches plan workouts 
for their team to do every day after school 
in preparation for the competition. After 
weeks of conditioning, the teams went 
head-to-head on March 11 and 12. 
 The winner of the challenge this 
year was Orbe’s team. The events that the 
teams have to compete in are not revealed 
until the day before the first competition 
day. The first day of the challenge included 
farmer’s carries, pushups, shuttles, and 
broad jump. The most pushups of the day 
were done by senior, Brian Johnson with 

Pushing Through the Pain

85 pushups. The second day included a 
run up the hill, partner carries, pushing a 
truck, and a race around the school. Most 
of the running events were decided upon 
what team had the best time. The partner 
carry was more difficult this year because 
the event was held on the snow covered 
turf; teams had to create their own paths 
across the turf with their feet. 
 Each team had about 10 people. 
The challenge is so popular because it 
occurs between sports seasons. “I like 
to stay involved,” said senior Taylor 
LaVallie, a strong member of Orbe’s 
team. There is about a four week period 
between the winter and spring sports. 
Most students will spend that time in the 
weight room, and keeping up with their 
fitness. The fitness challenge keeps that 
trend of having a coach,and practice. 

 Teams are chosen by the coaches. 
The students who want to participate sign 
up, and when signups are over, coaches 
sit down and have a draft. Students 
with an array of different skill sets, who 
play different sports, finally get to work 
together on a team. “It’s a great way to get 
in shape for the spring sports season along 
with having some friendly competition 
between our fellow sportsmen,” says 
senior Benjamin Rochester, a participant 
on Ouellette’s team.
 Orbe created the fitness challenge 
three years ago and with the amount of 
students that have been participating, it 
can be predicted to continue on for much 
longer.

 photo by: Alex Winakor
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Awkward Senior Portraits

By: Becca Carroll

 If you’re a senior this year, you 
understand the significance that comes 
along with trying to plan the picture you’ve 
been waiting four years to take: senior 
portraits. As a junior, they warn you about 
not forgetting to pick a date, plan what 
you’re going to wear on the day, and don’t 
be late. Finally, schools out and summers 
here and you’ve (or rather your parents) 
have set the date and it’s time to take the 
long awaited picture. You’re all set to say 
‘cheese’, until you step outside of your 
air-conditioned house into the blazing-
hot, ice cream melting summer air. You 
start to sweat and your makeup runs down 
your face or your hair starts to look like 
you’ve just gotten out of soccer practice. 
Suddenly, your perfect senior picture now 
feels like it’s going to be anything but. 
However, you take the picture and a few 
months later you receive a 9x12 envelope 
with pictures you thought were going to 
be horrendous but actually turned out not 
too bad. 
 With the stressful senior pictures 

long behind us, or so it feels, we’ve 
decided to create a more light and fluffy 
mid-year senior picture that best represents 
the seniors inner and outer personality and 
quirks. The Chieftain hopes that Awkward 
Senior Portraits will be a fun project to 
portray students in an exaggerated way.  
We hope to capture MHS seniors in an 
unconventional manner to convey who 
they really are—beyond the new outfit 
and the slick backdrop. These awkward 
senior photos can be as quirky and odd as 
the brain allows, but for school purposes, 
these senior portraits have been rated PG-
13.  The pictures allow the viewer to get an 
understanding of who this person is, what 
their hobbies are, what their personality 
is like and what this person is passionate 
about. This is a picture that can show what 
studio portraits cannot. These portraits 
shine light onto the senior in a hilariously 
awkward way. A way that can show what 
this person was like long after they’re not 
a senior anymore.

Harper Lee: Never too Old

By: Emma Baxter

 Harper Lee wrote her one and 
only book, “To Kill A Mockingbird,” 
in 1960 and the whole world stopped. 
Everyone loved her novel about racial 
and social injustice. But just as her fans 
thought she would never publish another, 
she proved them wrong.
 Her new book, “Go Set A 
Watchman,” is set to be released on July 
14, 2015. The hard-hitting “parent” is set 
20 years later than TKAM and is about 
Jean-Louise Finch; better know as Scout, 
struggling with personal and political 
issues as she travels from New York to 
Maycomb to visit her father. 
 Just as Harper Lee’s fan thought 
that she was done publishing and writing, 
her lawyer found an old copy of the 
pushed aside story. Years ago, before 
“TKAM” was written, Lee wanted to write 
a story about a twenty-five or so year old 
girl visiting her father, but her publisher 
suggested that she write a story about the 
life story of this girl, so “TKAM” was 
written and published instead of “To Set 
A Watchman.” 
 Lee originally had her doubts 
about publishing the story. “After much 
thought and hesitation, I shared it with 
a few people I trust and was pleased to 
hear that they considered it worthy of 
publication,” Lee said. 
 People are eager for Lee’s new 
book to be released. “I, along with millions 
of others around the world, always have 
wished that Harper Lee had written 
another book… And what a brilliant book 
this is,” says Michael Morrison, president 
and publisher of HarperCollins U.S. 
General Books Group and Canada.
 “Go Set A Watchman” was 
written before “To Kill A Mockingbird” 
and was the inspiration for Lee to tell 
Jean-Lousie’s story as a child. Even if 
we just have “To Kill A Mockingbird” to 
go off, Lee’s new book will be another 
classic.

Cory Meigs poses for an awkward senior portrait.                        photo by: Mike Lopez



Page 5 The ChiefTain

ARTS AND CULTURE
Awkward Senior Portraits Continued

By:  Gerald Aquino

 A new book titled “What Pet 
Should I Get?” by Theodore Seuss Geisel, 
or better known as Dr. Seuss will be 
released on July 28. Dr. Seuss died more 
than 20 years ago at the age of 87 in 1991. 
According to CNN, “Geisel’s widow, 
Audrey Geisel, found the manuscripts and 
illustrations in their La Jolla, California, 
home soon after her husband died. She 
set the materials aside, only to rediscover 
them in 2013 while cleaning out his 
office.” The book will be published by 
Random House Children’s Books. The 
story “captures the excitement of a classic 
childhood moment -- choosing a pet,” 
publisher Random House Children’s 
Books said in a release. 
 Cathy Goldsmith, Dr. Seuss’ 
former art director, said she believes 
Geisel wrote “What Pet Should I Get?” 

What Pet Should I Get?

between 1958 and 1962. “The brother and 
sister in the book are the same as those 
in his bestselling Beginner Book ‘One 
Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish,’ which 
was published in 1960,” Goldsmith said. 
Goldsmith will oversee the editorial and 
creative process of prepping the new book 
for publication.
 Why all the fuss? Because Dr. 
Seuss is beloved around the world, and 
he’s big business, a best seller. According 
to USA Today, “…three of his books are 
in the top 50 on USA TODAY’s Best-
Selling Books list, boosted by the fact 
that March 2 is the National Education 
Association’s Read Across America Day 
and a celebration of Seuss’ birthday. 
Green Eggs and Ham is No. 16; One Fish 
Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish is No. 19; 
and The Cat in the Hat is No. 35.” Only 

last year, Random House announced it 
would publish a book of four rediscovered 
illustrated stories by Dr. Seuss. Horton 
and the Kwuggerbug and Other Lost 
Stories, published in September, contains 
tales originally published in Redbook 
magazine between 1950 and 1955, and 
then largely forgotten.
 This will be the latest of Dr. Seuss’ 
lost treasures to pop into print recently. If 
he had written “The Cat in the Hat” and 
“Green Eggs and Ham” and nothing else, 
we’d probably all be looking forward to 
this find. But he wrote much more. From 
there to here, from here to there, his funny 
books are everywhere.

 photo by: Patrick Caron photo by: Alex Winakor
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OPINION
Hot Rod Cafe

By: Jordan Zeppieri

 Wings, beer and atmosphere 
are plastered all over on Hot Rod Cafe’s 
website and those are their focus. If 
anyone ever finds him or herself on Bank 
Street in New London and is hungry, then 
stop in to Hot Rod Cafe. 
 The chicken wings are some of 
the best around. With over 20 flavors to 
choose from everyone can get something 
he or she enjoys. Not to mention, the wings 
are large and meaty. Monday through 
Friday from 4 pm to 6 pm is Hot Rod’s 
week day wing specials. Each person can 
order up to 12 wings for 50 cents per wing. 
Some recommendations for wing flavors 
would be the savory teriyaki, bacon ranch, 
and my personal favorite the spicy garlic 
pepper dry rub. Make sure to come hungry 
so you can chow down on the best wings 
in town.
 Hot Rod Cafe is set up beautifully. 
In the summer time one can sit out on the 
deck and look out onto the Thames River 
and watch many large ships sail in and 
out. Inside, the establishment has a very 

welcoming feel for all ages even though 
there is a large bar in back. On the walls 
hang many photos of people with friends 
who have come to the restaurant and 
everyone in the pictures has a huge ear to 
ear smile.
 Hot Rod Cafe is known for its 
wings, beer, and atmosphere, however, 
their dinners are also superb. The lobster 
grilled cheese is unexplainable all I can 
say is if you order it you will not regret 
it. The wraps have large pieces of chicken 
unlike some wraps that only fill up half 
of the wrap. My personal favorite wrap is 
the crispy chicken caesar wrap with fries. 
Make sure if you order fries to check out 
the special fries Hot Rod’s has to offer. 
One can get buffalo fries, sweet potato 
fries, garlic pepper parmesean fries, or 
even cajun fries. 
 Hot Rod Cafe has a whirlwind of 
flavorful foods and will fill you up and 
make you want to return soon.

Tuning Out Brian 
Williams
By: Stefanie Szot
 When a person turns on the news 
or flips open his/her morning paper, he/she 
trusts that the information being told is the 
truth. Unfortunately, “NBC Nightly News” 
anchor Brian Williams has destroyed that 
trust and replaced it with doubt after being 
caught lying about events he has reported 
on. NBC then rightfully suspended him 
for six months without pay and his return 
depends on the information found during 
their investigation.
 The story that launched this 
investigation was during the Iraq War. 
Williams claimed he flew with SEAL 
Team 6 at the start of the war and his 
helicopter was hit by rocket fire. He also 
went on the Letterman Show and claimed 
that one of the SEAL Team 6 members 
sent him a thank you note with a piece 
of the downed Black Hawk. Members of 
the SEAL Team as well as inconsistencies 
in his retelling of events have proven 
this entire story to be false. The other 
report people are questioning was during 
Hurricane Katrina when he claims he saw 
a body float through the plaza in front of 
his hotel.
 Being an aspiring reporter, I 
am sickened by William’s actions. Not 
only has he tarnished his name, but the 
profession. And for what? A spot on 
Letterman? I can say with certainty it 
wasn’t to become famous because he was 
already well known. The only reason I can 
think of is that he’s egotistical and self-
centered.
 I also wonder why no one stopped 
him. I would hope a camera man or 
producer would correct Williams and stop 
the bad habit at the start.
 I have no trust or interest left for 
Williams, and neither does the 71.6% of 
people who want him fired. I know in the 
end NBC is going to do what’s best for 
their wallet. But if they let him back, they 
will no longer be a reliable news source 
and I know I won’t be tuning in.

The Best wings in Connecticut.                                                            Photo Credit- Hot Rods Cafe 
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OPINION

By: Ashley Kolasa
 During the Super Bowl, 
McDonalds aired their “Payin’ with 
Lovin’” commercial, showing people 
giving warm hugs and kisses to their 
loved ones, or a person calling his/her 
mom saying “I love you” to get a free 
meal. It was, for the most part, a bad 
idea. Yes, a lot of people liked the idea 
because a person has the chance to leave 
satisfied with a smile across his face while 
receiving a free meal, but there were just 
as many people that felt awkward or didn’t 
want to do it.
 I was in New Haven when 
one happened. A couple walked in and 
seemed upset. After placing their order, 
the employee at the counter said, “Your 
payment is to kiss your wife.” He refused 
to give his wife a kiss because they were 
having a fight and he was mad. When the 

Did McDonalds Take It Too Far?  

manager came out, the husband threw 
the money down on the counter and said, 
“Maybe instead of doing this stupid **** 
and wasting your money, how about you 
pay your employees more money? They 
deserve it for going through this stupid 
****.” He then walked out with his food 
and wife, leaving everyone shocked. 
 I also read an article on foodbeast.
com. A man was asked to call his mom and 
tell her that he loved her, so he agreed. He 
called his mom, just like in the commercial, 
but she became hysterical. She thought 
that he was going to commit suicide 
because of his history with depression. He 
tried to explain that he wasn’t committing 
suicide and was “paying with love.” In 
the article, the writer said the mother had 
a “Mcheartattack,” because the call nearly 
gave her a heart attack.  

By: Ryan Turney

 It surprises me every day how much 
our education system has changed. Just 
last week I was watching a documentary 
on the cost of higher education in this 
country and the significance of this on 
our graduating teenagers. Many are eager 
to begin this next step in life, but many 
are hesitant because of the restraints the 
cost puts on them. It burdens them, and 
keeps them from achieving what they 
could possibly achieve because the cost 
is too much for their wallets to handle. I 
can’t believe we would deprive someone 
at an institution that would amplify his/
her potential greatness simply by a price. 
Furthermore, it angers me even deeper to 
think about how people’s lives could be 
completely changed just because they 
can’t go to the school they want or the 
program they want to get into. Although 

Climbing to the Bottom

the price of college is lowered through 
financial aid and scholarships, the price 
of four years in college equating to the 
cost of a suburban home is just too much. 
Something needs to change. 
 Not only do things need to 
change, but things that are changing need 
to be improved. For instance, programs 
in certain colleges need to realize that in 
order for students to fill their classrooms, 
the price needs to go down in order to 
build a sounder foundation to and grow 
upon that before jacking up the price on a 
not yet certifiably “great” institution. Yes, 
more and more spending is going into 
colleges due to their increased tuition, 
but if we can’t even offer certain students 
passage into these schools simply because 
they can’t pay for it, then what’s the use?
 The way of the future is changing. 

More and more students are turning to 
alternatives in higher education. Online 
resources are available (even though not 
yet fully developed) that allows students 
to earn a degree in a shorter time span 
than ever before. Many are realizing 
that a fancy college degree and going 
to the “right” college isn’t going to get 
them anywhere without a little bit of 
grit and determination. I have come to 
the conclusion that students don’t want 
to waste their money on these growing 
state schools or private colleges that don’t 
offer them any more than a fancy research 
facility and shiny windows. It’s changing 
out there, and if we’re too concerned on 
funding the top-notch facilities instead of 
bringing students to our universities, then 
that’s too bad. 

 photo by: Emma Baxter

Rethink this McDonalds.  Your “Lovin’” 
isn’t going over so well.
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LIFE
Best or Worst Market? 

By: Ryan Turney 

 Best Market has closed its doors 
after less than a year of service to the 
friendly Route 32 plaza that has seen 
many grocers come and go in the past few 
years. Tri-Town and Beat Bros. closed 
their doors after servicing the people of 
Uncasville and close surrounding towns, 
and now Best Market joins them as well. 
An unexpected closing of the store on 
Jan. 28 left many without jobs. Hearing 
stories of many employees that learned of 
this reality through Facebook the day of 
its closing has left many asking questions 
as to why this unexpected close wasn’t 
communicated in advance. Michael 
Lopez, previous employee, said, “I wish I 
had been [more] notified in advance about 
the unemployment of my first job.” 
 Best Market opened its doors 
in May 2014 with hopes to gain the 
“patronage” they discussed in their 
closing statement displayed on their doors 
that they earned in a little less than a year 
of service. It seemed as though everything 
was status quo in the conveniently placed 

grocery store, but clearly there were 
problems.  Now, many living close will 
have to travel a couple miles down the 
road to Stop & Shop to get produce (a 
situation many aren’t too happy about). 
 A letter given to the employees 
in their final paychecks stated: “Our 
intention when we opened the store was 
to purchase the shopping center from the 
current landlord. However, negotiations to 
purchase the property have come to a halt 
and no agreement was reached.” It further 
stated that the lease for the property was 
“1/31/15” meaning that there was a lead up 
to this date in which they knew there was 
a possibility the lease couldn’t be renewed 
on time. With this, it has left employees 
with no jobs and no notice for them to 
search for others. Former employee Dan 
Brockway commented to The Day, “I feel 
especially bad for the fathers and mothers 
who were employed there who have their 
children to take care of.”

A Rising Son
By: Ryan Turney

 It’s a big deal to be the son of 
one of the best basketball players in the 
NBA, but it’s an even bigger deal to be 
one of the best basketball players in the 
country at your age when you are the son 
of Lebron James. Lebron James Jr. is a 
10-year-old 4th grader who has recently 
received interest from colleges in the 
form of scholarships. His dad (Cleveland 
native and NBA superstar) has deemed 
it too early for anyone to be offering his 
son scholarships. James isn’t new to the 
early process of entering a higher level 
of playing (moving directly from high 
school to the NBA in 2003), and his voice 
was heard throughout the press about this 
action toward his son. James repeated to 
the press, “He loves to play the game of 
basketball, he loves to play video games, 
he loves to do his homework, that’s all 
that matters,” following with “…my son’s 
going to be a kid as long as he can be.”
 With these recent scholarship 
offers by unnamed coaches around the 
country, Lebron James has broadcasted his 
son’s talent on his Twitter account, which 
is followed by about 19.3 million people 
all over the world.  His son has received 
a lot of attention due to Lebron’s recent 
tweet congratulating Lebron Jr. on his 
victory at a tournament he was featured 
in, with a video to prove his talent that 
has received so much hype. This video 
was taken by Chad Gross, co-owner of 
the website TakeMyTalents.com (playing 
off the words of Lebron James making 
his decision to play for the Miami Heat). 
Gross said that he would send a private 
link to Savannah James (Lebron James 
Jr.’s mother) of the footage he captured. 
It wouldn’t be available to the public for 
viewing. Lebron James changed that after 
sending out the link to the video on his 
Twitter. No matter what, James Jr. will not 
be in the clear from the press or college 
scouts anytime soon. 

The sign that turned away all the loyal customers.                                         Photo by: Mike Lopez
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By: Nina Costa
 Sledding in your backyard is all 
good and fun, but a little daring adventure 
can always put a more exciting spin on 
things in the winter months. The Norwich 
Golf Course has always been a very 
popular place to go sledding and tubing 
due to its many hills and slopes the course 
holds. The real thrill comes around the 
2nd hole on the course. 
 This is where the infamous 
“suicide hill” is found. The name was 
given to this hill due to all the injuries that 
have happened over the years from kids 
sledding down it. Although there are no 
public records of the injuries which have 
taken place here, it has been said to be a 
very dangerous hill. With woods on both 
sides of the hill, kids have slid off their 
path and fallen into the wooded area and 
broken arms. Others have been taken out 

Suicide Hill

by additional kids sledding down the hill 
while they try to walk up the slick hill. 
 Many parents have been known 
to tell their children to stay away from 
the hill, usually only older teens are found 
sledding down this steep hill. This is 
where more danger usually sets in due to 
the fact that teens always want to make 
poor decisions that usually lead to some 
sort of injury. Therefore, sledding at night 
for some reason is appealing in their 
eyes; because not being able to see where 
you’re going, down suicide hill sounds 
like a great idea. This is where the injuries 
are at the highest, but no one ever hears of 
them because the kids just drive home and 
throw some ice on it and get yelled at by 
their parents to never do it again. But in 
all seriousness, sledding and tubing down 
suicide hill could really lead to something 

By: Alex Winakor

 Put your weed away, it’s not 
legal yet. The justice department put forth 
a memo legalizing the cultivation and 
vending of marijuana by tribal members 
on their reservations. This policy has yet 
to have been taken advantage of. Tribal 
members, including those associated with 
The Mohegan Sun Casino, are considering 
marijuana as alternative source of revenue, 
raising peoples’ attention. 
 During a statement for the 
Hartford Courant, Mohegan Sun Chief 
of staff Charles F. Bunnell said, “’On 
the point of marijuana as a potential 
economic opportunity, [Mohegan Tribal 
Council Chairman Kevin] Brown and 
the Mohegan Tribal Council have 
been very clear that they are looking at 
numerous opportunities to diversify into 
new emerging markets and products that 

Mohegan May Hit 420

promise to sustain their government for 
years to come.’”
 This opportunity is monumental 
considering Connecticut’s current laws 
regarding marijuana. For example, 
possessing less than half an ounce of 
marijuana comes with a $150 fine. A 
steeper punishment comes with the 
possession of 1 kilogram (2.1 pounds). 
Such amount may result in a $100,000 
fine and 10-20 years in prison. These 
laws may only affect those outside of 
tribal lands, which are, by law, sovereign 
nations.
 Marijuana as a legal economic 
supplement is a growing trend in the United 
States.  Washington, Oregon, Alaska, and 
Colorado have legalized recreational 
marijuana use.  In a recent CNN article, 
it was revealed that Colorado’s 28% tax 

on marijuana has earned the state $53 
million within the first year of marijuana’s 
legalization. An additional 19 states 
permit the use of medical marijuana use, 
including Connecticut and California. 
 If the Sun were to take advantage 
of the memo, one shouldn’t expect a free-
for-all. Like every other state that grants 
the right to use marijuana recreationally, 
Connecticut would make regulations 
monitoring its usage. A minimum age 
required will most likely be a small 
component of all the restrictions to come 
with the memo.  Currently, obtaining 
marijuana legally in Connecticut means a 
person needs a medical marijuana license. 
The memo, however, takes the issue a step 
in a far more liberal direction.
.

     Stock Photo

scary if kids are too carefree. If kids don’t 
take it as too much of a joke, then it will 
always be a thrill ride and something to 
look forward to in the winter.  
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The MHS Blood Drive

By: Isabel Orbe

 Normally a lively place of 
exercise, the gymnasium was transformed 
into a busy room full of volunteers trying 
to do good for the community in the form 
of the annual Red Cross blood drive. This 
year, MHS had a great turnout with 67 
participants and numerous volunteers to 
help out. Mrs. Woodman (French teacher 
and Student Government advisor) said, 
“It’s great to see so many kids getting 
involved with community service; it’s 
like our civic responsibility to help out.” 
Unfortunately, the Red Cross came under-
staffed for the event and could only get 
39 donors. As one would expect, Student 
Government President Hanna Marchini 
was upset that the school didn’t reach its 
goal of 42 donors, but she commented, 
“Still, every bit counts and we are thankful 
for everyone who donated and everyone 
who wanted to.”
 On the average, the process takes 
about an hour, but each donor spends 
around 15 minutes lying down and 
drawing blood. A big part of the process is 

the “health history,” (similar to a physical) 
which tests the donor’s blood to see if it’s 
safe and healthy. From there, donors wait 
their turn to lie down, get an iodine scrub, 
and donate. Tommy McDonald, a junior, 
donated blood because “the food was 
the initial drive, but I’m also adding up 
good karma points.” Most students agreed 
the donuts, pizza, and juice were good 
incentives to do a good deed. Other donors 
used this opportunity to overcome their 
fears like needles. McDonald continued 
to say after donating, “When I came off 
that bed, I felt like a superstar.”
 The lead organizer from Red 
Cross, Joanne Krekian, said, “20 percent 
of our blood supply comes from college or 
high school students during the academic 
year because there’s more awareness. 
During the summer, we only get 1 percent 
from students.” With 39 donors and each 
pint saving about three lives, this year’s 
blood drive was still a success.

MHS Alumni Striding 
for Gold
By: Van Heller
 Shatajah Wattley (MHS alumni) 
is striving to compete in the Olympics 
for track and field. Signs of Wattley’s 
athleticism were noticed early on in her 
high school career. According to Mr. Egan 
(Track and Field coach) she has broken 
every girl’s short distance record at MHS. 
  Wattley was interviewed to see 
what her intentions are in her sprinting 
career.
 What is your ultimate goal in 
track? She responded, “My ultimate goal 
is, after college, running professionally 
with Nike and to make the USA team and 
run at the Olympics.”
 How did MHS help you become 
the athlete you are today? “…Coach Finn 
and Egan… they believed that I could be 
the best runner out there.” 
 What type of conditioning and 
training do you have to go through 
during the season? “Preseason starts 
from September to October… When we 
started in season, we get into the technical 
trainings: short sprints, block starts, and 
heavy lifting. Right now we are in our 
champion season and we’re focusing on 
more speed training to get us ready for 
track meets.”
 When Egan was asked did Wattley 
progress from freshman year in track to 
senior, or was she a natural born sprinter, 
Egan answered, “Right off the bat, she 
was very good.”
 Now, Wattley is a part of the 
Southern Conn. State University (SCSU) 
track team. She has been racking up titles 
like athlete of the week, in her freshman 
year last year. Wattley has appeared at 
the National College Athletic Association 
(NCAA) for track. She became All-New 
England in the 100, 200, 4x100 relay, and 
4x400 relay meters.
 Wattley is currently a sophomore, 
and who knows what accomplishments 
she’ll complete by the time she graduates.

Matt Hendrickson prepares to give blood.                         photo by  Alex Winakor
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By: Michael Lopez
Woody, what sparked your interest in 
lacrosse?
My sister got me to start liking lacrosse. 
She would talk about it at the house all 
the time and she mentioned that I’d love 
it. Last year was her first year and my first 
year. I started liking the sport recently.

Are you a fan of the sport in general, 
or do you just have interest in playing 
lacrosse?
I am a fan of it. I like watching it and 
experiencing it. I like the Boston Cannons. 
They never give up and they try hard. 
They always get the ground ball. 

What about the experience stuck in your 
mind from last season?
I was playing good and getting used to it 

Humans of MHS: Woody Pritchett

with my bad foot. I liked how the players 
and coach taught me how to do the right 
thing. I learned passing and throwing and 
how to cradle. I also learned about the 
history of lacrosse and how its creators 
were Indians.I’m looking forward to 
helping the team out this year and getting 
ready for next season. 

When your foot gets better for next 
season, what are your goals? 
I just want to get better at lacrosse. I want 
to score some goals next season.

If you were trying to convince someone 
to play lacrosse what would you say?
It is a great sport and it is easy to make 
friends. It’s fun and if you try it but don’t 
like it, it is up to you.

By: Van Heller and Staff Editor

 The course selection process in 
MHS has caught up with the technological 
trends of the 21st century. Before, teachers 
would select a student’s academic classes 
for the upcoming school year, and the 
student could pick electives he/she were 
interested in on carbon copy paper. 
Now, MHS has students picking their 
courses online through Aspen. This new 
technique was meant to make choosing 
classes quicker as well as making students 
submissions easier to process by not 
having to sift through piles of paperwork 
like they had in the past. But issues have 
emerged with the program. 
 To choose classes, a student has to 
log on to his/her Aspen account and click 
onto a tab that brings him/her to a page 
where he/she selects the courses that he/
she wants to take next year. Teachers can 

Your Classes Are One Click Away
recommend courses for students based 
on their performance in prior classes 
as well. Students are not able to change 
their academic classes, but can pick their 
electives freely. But students have found 
difficulty picking some of their classes. 
A few students found they had been 
recommended for classes that they didn’t 
want to take, but they didn’t have the 
ability to get rid of it or to replace with 
another class. 
 Students’ frustration has 
challenged the optimism for the 
new program. To reduce the amount 
the frustration, teachers have been 
demonstrating how to use the online 
course selection step by step in classes, so 
that students have a better understanding 
on how the program works. Many 
students want to go back to filling out 

their forms on paper, while others have 
taken advantage of this new opportunity 
to decide on classes. A statistic was taken 
to see how many students were exited for 
taking the online registration. Two-thirds 
of the students prefer going back to the 
old way of deciding classes, while the 
other third doesn’t care either way. 
 This new idea has real potential 
to make course selection simpler for 
students and faculty, but because this is 
its first year with this process, the school 
is still experimenting with it and trying 
to resolve all the bugs that came with it. 
Students can still hand in their paperback 
form if they are still facing problems with 
the process, or if they do not have access 
to a computer at home.

     photo by: Mike Lopez
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By: Helena Sun
 Last issue’s Guess the Teacher 
was science teacher Mrs. Pierce. This 
issue’s Guess the Teacher likes “Star 
Wars” over “Star Trek.” If he could invent 
his own cereal, it would have lots of 
peanut butter in it. A weird skill he wishes 
he had is the ability to play the oboe. His 
least favorite season is winter.If he had to 
sing a song on “American Idol,” it would 
be Bob Dylan’s “Forever Young.” He is an 
avid Chapstick user. His role model is his 
father because he was “fair and kind”, but 
he was closer with his mother because she 
was a stay-at-home mom. If he had to get 
rid of one state, it would be Texas. “It’s 
just a bad state. There are a lot of rednecks 
too.” He does not like skinny ties. His 
favorite thing to do on a Sunday afternoon 
is read the paper. He did football, track, 
and “goofed around” in high school. He 

Guess the Teacher

thinks it is easier to get hired by Google 
than Apple. He does not know the exact 
prescription of his glasses but “it’s very 
strong and bad.” His favorite quote is, 
“Truth is beauty; beauty is truth.” The 
coolest thing he has done was hitchhike 
to California and back. He adds, “You 
probably can’t do that now.” His greatest 
accomplishment is raising his children. 
He enjoys fishing because it is peaceful. 
“Nothing feels more important to do, and 
I love when I feel a fish at the line. It’s just 
me and the fish.” The first thing he would 
do if he won $1 million is retire. He likes 
his eggs over-easy. All kinds of spiders 
make him the most nervous. His favorite 
aspect of teaching is meeting people. He 
says the last time he changed the batteries 
in his fire detectors was a “long time ago.” 
He believes the color of a mirror is clear. 

By: Ryan Turney

 The popular Humans of New 
York (HONY) blog run by photographer 
and blogger Brandon Stanton seems 
to always surprise its followers every 
so often with a storyline that will 
warm readers’ heart. Recently, Stanton 
highlighted a middle school located in the 
neighborhood of Brownsville, Brooklyn 
in New York City. The middle school, 
Mott Hall Bridges Academy (MHBA), 
is located in a neighborhood surrounded 
with underprivileged kids running into 
countless problems with drugs and 
gangs that interfere with their learning 
environment. This hard environment 
requires a lot of effort from the faculty 
to control and shape the futures of the 
students that walk through their halls. 
 Even with so much to worry 
about, there were a lot of positive 

HONY and Mott Hall Bridges Academy
outcomes to this story. Before Stanton 
started his journey at MHBA, he met a 
student that went there named Vidal, a 
standout student at MHBA dedicated to 
gaining publicity for his school and peers. 
With the help of Stanton, Ms. Lopez (the 
principal), and the assistant principal (Ms. 
Achu) came up with an idea for a fundraiser 
to fund trips for MHBA students to go to 
Harvard to show them that their potential 
isn’t limited to the streets of Brownsville 
or Brooklyn. After less than 5 days, the 
HONY community raised more than $1 
million for the students and school alone 
under The Vidal Scholarship Fund. This 
money will fund incoming 6th graders at 
the school for 10 years of Harvard trips 
and 10 years of summer programs. 
 Ms. Lopez, the principal at 
MHBA, is determined to show all of 

her students what they can achieve. She 
mentions in one of Stanton’s posts, “…
at Mott Hall Bridges Academy we set our 
expectations very high. We don’t call the 
children ‘students,’ we call them ‘scholars.’ 
Our color is purple…because purple is the 
color of royalty.” This attitude is changing 
lives throughout the school, including 
Vidal’s, who was highlighted frequently 
in Stanton’s posts on the school. With all 
the publicity, President Barack Obama 
recognized MHBA by inviting Stanton, 
Ms. Lopez, and Vidal to the White House. 
Stanton actually got an interview with 
Obama as well as Vidal. This life changing 
event was brought upon by the work of 
Stanton and his ability to change people’s 
lives one picture at a time. 

A clue to the teacher’s identity
Photo by: Taylor Montminy

When he goes on vacation, he packs his 
belongings a day before. He describes 
himself as popular and nerdy in sixth 
grade.His dream destination is Machu 
Picchu.


